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The Chahperson
Ruru 5pecialist School
Rurfi Street
6ladstone
INVERCARGILT 9810

TEIE koe Robyn

Unconrirmed Edueation Roviow Office (ERO) Report on Ruru Specialist School

Thank you for the board's response to Ruru Specialist School's urrconiirmed ERO report. I have
only recently received the independent teport commissioned by the Ministry of Education to
investigate the concerns raised bV Mr and Mrs Turnbull regardint the board's handling of their
complaint and the la'rfulness of the Tlme Out facility at the school.

I understand thgt your board had the independent repoft ptior to ERO'S review of the schoot. This
!'eport was nct made available during the ERO review or at the time of ERO's unconlirmed report
being sent to you for cornments.

Tire independent report Eises concerns on the use of the current 'timeout/safe room' and its
lawfulness, including Safety Policies and Procedures relating the use of seclusion (safe rooms) and

restraint. The report contains a number of recommendations pertaining to.the school boarti. i am

informed that the Ministry of Education will be requiring your Board to develop an Aetion Plan

that addresses all of the reeommendatlons and to report back to the Ministrv.

ln the circumstanres, I need to reconsider the lindings in ERO's unconfirmed report, specificelly in

relation to the provislon of a safe plrysical and emotional environment to students in terms
National Admlnistration Gtlideiines 5(a.) and the ne)c6 return time to the school. I have decided to
withhoki confirmation of the schoot report until I ani assured tllat your board has developed an

Action Plan that addresses all the iecomrnendations in the independent report as required bV the
Ministry of e ducation.

This may require a iurther ERo revie'r,r mainly in relation to the provision of a safe physical and

emotional environn'lent to students which in turn may have implicatlons on the next relurn tirne

to ttre schooi, before the ERO report is confii'med.
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At this stage I cio not know details of the tinreline for your board to develop the Aetion Plan and

address tlre reeommendations.

Please write to me tc let me kflow of the timeline you expect the school to develop an .Action Plafi
?hat addresses all.of tl, e recommendations and to repott back to the Minlstry,

I will decicie on the next steps as ouil;ned lrr paragraph fcur above, once I have recei.,ed ';.our
feedback.
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