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Dear Victoria

REQUEST UNDER THE OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT 1982 - RURU SPECIAI. SCHOOL

Your email dated 5 February 2019 to the Education Review Office has been referred to me. 1n Vour
emai you state follows:

Thonk you for your recent response to my questions regording the 2016 ERO Review of Ruru

Speciolist School.

I refer to d letter we received from leremy Frdnce, Deputy Chief Executive Corporote Services ERO, on
10 October 2016. He stoted, "You mention in your letter thot 'it is extremely concerning'th0t the
2016 ERO report mdkes no mention of the Police investigotion. The Police hove informed ERO thdt no
investigotion wos underwoy ot the time of the April 20L6 review dnd, while it hos since been
reactivoted, the investigotion is into historic issues."

Pursuont to the Officiol lnformotion Act:
. Pleose odvise if or when ERO wos lirst notified by Ruru Speciolist School Bootd of Trustees of

the Palice inve stigotion.

. Please advise il or when ERO wos first notified by the Ministry of Educqtion of the Police
investigation ot Ruru Speciolist School.

. Pleose odvise when ERO wos first mode owdre ofthe Police investigotion dt Ruru Speciolist
School.

ln response to your request under bullet points one and two, ERO was not notified of the police

investigation by the Ruru Special School Board of Trustees or the N,4inistry of Education.
ln relation to bullet point three, you mentioned in your letter of 16 September 2016 to ERO as

fo lows:
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It is extremely concerning to us thot the 2016 ERO Review of Ruru Speciol School mokes no reference
to the ongoing Police lnvestigotion into the use of the seclusion room at the school, which includes
dllegdtions of mistreotment of students by stoff ond monogement.

Following your comments above, on 21 September 2016 ERO contacted Mr Brian Cameron,

Detective Sergeant of Queenstown/Wa naka/Otago Lakes Central lnvestigations and asked him
when the police opened an investigation into the parental complaint at Ruru Special School. Mr
Cameron informed ERO on 22 September 2016 that no investigation was underway at the time of
the April 2016 ERO review and, while it has since been reactivated, the investigation was into
historic issues. This is the message that Mr France conveyed to you in his letter of 10 October 2016.

Yours sincerely

lulie Burford
Acting Deputy Chief Executive Corporate Services
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