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Dear Callum and Victoria Trirnbull.

Piease find ERO's response 10 your questions under the Official information Act below.

Each answer is preceded by your queslion

During the 20A2. 20A6, 2AA9. ant! 2*16, ERO reviews of Ruru Speciarst School had
ERO Reviev,t Officers {eviewing the schoc:i. viewed/inspected the seclrslon roorn at
RLtru Specialist School? (Ptan attaclletl)

ERO s role under tl'le Education A.ct 1989 is to review lhe performance of schools in the
delivery ol the NZ Curriculum. ERO did not vie inspect the "seclusion raonr" in 2002, 2006
and 2009. I attach a copy oi the 2042, 2AAG, and 2009 ERO reports {or your refererrce.
During the April 2016 revlew, the review team sighted the roonl you refer tc. lt is conrpletely
refurbished, the door removed and in use as a sensory roonl Ior individual students.

Dunng the 20A2 20A6. 2009 and 2016, ERO reviews of Ruru Specialist School had
ERO Review Afficerc reviewing the schoal. reviewed aJl docLtmentation re!ating to
the seclusian rooni s usage- syste/?',s and proredures? lf so. why has ER{) never
reported specifically ta the schoal community?

ERO did not view/illspect ll.re docunrentation relaiing lo the "seclusion room" in 2002, 2006
and 2009. There was no reason to do so. ERO had no information that the room was being
used for seclusicn. Aspariof theApril 2016review, the review teanr lookedaiall
documentation in relation io secluding siudents.

Dict ERO questian Ruru Specialist Schoa! Board of Tnlslees why iftey withheld the
lnvestigation Repod commlssioned by the ilinistry of Educatian 2015 during the
2015 review of the school? lf so. \/hat wasthe Board of Trusfees resporse fo fhls
question? lf not. why was lhis queslon never asked?

This question was addressed by Graham Randell in his enrail to you of 7 July 2015. At the
time of the 2015 ERO review, since set aside. ERO was l.lot aware of the report
conrmissioned by the l\4inistry of Education. ln his letter. Graham irrvited to you to ask ihis
question of the Board. The Board's response to the 2016 ERO team was that the school had
just received the Nilinistry report and wanted iime to cc,nsider its contents.
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When was ERO first aware that the seclusion raom at Ruru Specla/lsl School was in
fact a small storeraam?

ERO was not aware of there being a "seciusion room".

How many lVew Zealand Schools aperate a sec/uslon raom? Please provide ratio.

How many Special fleeds/Specialisf Schoo/s aperate a seclusion roon? Please
provide ratio.

ERO has transferred your questior]s under bullet poiBts 5 and 6 to the lVlnistry oi Education
as the information requested is more closely connected with tl-re functions ol the tr4OE. You
wrll hear fufther from the l\4OE concerning your request for this information.

Has ERa ever reparted speciftcal{y an schools secluslon roons in ERa Reports?

ERO reviews do not focus specifically on schools' 'seclusion roon]s" to the best of my
knowledge. To be definLtive about this would take a subslantial amo!nt of time and
TESOUTCES.

Ycr: mention in your letter that it is extremely concerning' that the 2016 ERO report makes
r.ro nrentjon of the Police investigation- The Police have informed ERO that no investigation
was unden#ay at the time of the April 20 l6 review and, while lt has since been reactivated.
lhe .rvesr ga'ro1 ,s nlo risio';c iss.ir-".

ln conclusion, I ncie that the l\4inistry of Education is soon tl release nalional quidelines on
Guidance for New Zealand Schools on the l\,linimisatian of Physical Restraint anti
Transitional GuiCance as we work lcwards ahe Elimination oF Sec/.rslon in |lew Zealand
Schoo/s.

Yours sincerely

Jerenry France
Deputy Chief Execuiive Corporate Services
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