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Police are investigating a com-
plaint about a pupil ireing isolaled
in a "safe room at an lnvercargill
special school which a Ministr-y of
Education report described as
"darh and grirny" and "not pleas-
ant".

Howerer, Rut il Specia-1ist
School llainta:ls safer5. of
sildents v,,as ar a! inries ii;t
highest priority, ar1d two parents
lf ifi chii&en at the school har.e
spoken out jn support of rhe
school.

Confiamation of the investi-
gation comes as the Ministry of
Education is preparing guidelines
to cover seclusion and physical
resbaint, saying seclusion is a last
resort, where students whose
behaviour is a risk to themselves
or others are placed alone in a
room.

Ministry of Education acti.ngdeputy secretary, sector
enablement and support, Susan
Howan.saii the mtrishy received

cmp's

Clutterbuck said the board was
disappolnted the matter had be€n
referred to the media.

"We have endeavoured to
engage constructively with the
pa.rents since they made their
c.lmnlrint ih N^r.d h^- o^r, L.-1
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gatioll to investigate the par€nt's
complairrt," and ruled that the
"safe room" lvas inadequate,
Howan said.

The reporl does not say how
long the safe room had been in use.

Wllile the school had some ooli-
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Parents defend seclusion technique
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A Queenstoilar police offic
flock ofsheepjoined the li
duty yesterCay x:crdng.

The sheep were being u
aiong Littles Rd $'ben thel
the road.block that ended :
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Parents defend seclusion technique I

Police are investigating a com-
plaint about a pupil being isolated
in a "safe room" at an Invercargil
specjal school whjch a Ministry of
EducatiQn report described as
"dark and grimy" and "not pleas"
ant"-

However, Ruru Specialist
Schcol n'rl;r, ijil.c safety of
Jtuderts was at aii i::Les ilie
hiE;i1esr prioi:iiy, a-lld two pa-rents
'.xith chiiJren at tiie school have
spoken out in support of the
schrxi-

Confirmaiion of the investi-
gation comes as the Ministry of
Education is prepadng guidelines
to cover seclusion and physical
restraint, saling seclusion is a last
resort, -xhere students whose
behaviour is a r'isk to themselves
or others are placed alone in a
room.

Minisby of Education acting
deputy secretary, sector
enablement and support, Susan
Howan said the minisfy received
a complaint from a parent about
the use of a "safe room" at Ruru
Specialist Schoot in Invercargill on
December 5, 2014.

Howan said the parent's com-
pl,aint was "about a pupil who was
put in a'safe room'for a short
period following a period of chal-
lenging behavioff."

A-fter senior managers ilom the
ministry visited the school and
advised the prhcipal of th€ com"
plaint on Deeember 10, 2014. the
schooi stopped using the safe room
immediately, she said.

On December 23, m14 the n n-
istry commissio]]ed an indepen-
dent invesiigator to look into tbe
compiaint, and her repofi was
received on February 27, 2015.

The reprt found that the child
had been placed in the safe room
three times in 2011, for a tota.l of 17
mitutes, Hoq,an sald.

"We understard the door to tlle
room rffis left opell at all times.

"Ho\ /eve.r, the 1€pott also found
that the room, which measured 3.3
mekes high b_v 1.3m by 1.8m, was
'dark and grimy' and 'not pleas-
ant', and that children placed in it
were likely to feel as though they
had been puni-ched."

The report found the school
"fell short in fu-lfil1ing its obli
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gation to investigate the parent's
complaint," and ruled that the
"safe room" was inadequate,
Howan said.

The report does not say holv
long tbe sale room had been irr use.

While the school had some poii-
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A Queenstoil,ar pclice offj
flock of sheep j oi.ired the J

duty yesterday rii :ning.
The sheep wer e being

aicng Litles Rd !,;hen th(
the road block that endea
g$minute police oar chas
Centml Otago and Queer

Senior Sergealt Paulz
of Queer:stonrr. said the r
belonged to a local police
and lEppened to be in th(
place at the right tine.

The sheep rvele being
a farul worker $'ho appe,
udazed by the scene unfr
behind him and caried c
thejob.

r\"one of the sheep, or \

Cluttertruck said the board was
disappointed the matter had been
referred to the rnedia.

"We have endeavoured to
engage constructiyely with the
parents since they made their
compLaint in November 2014 but.
sadly, this has not been possible."

The board had co-operated rvith
all agencies trvolved siice the
complaint r,ras made, she said.

"We beiieve that our staf have
conducted themselves in a profes-
sional ard responsible manner
with the best interests and safety
of students, families and com-
mur ties beirg their priority."

The board believed the matter
was closed, but would co-operate
lul1y with any further
investigations, Clutterbuck said.

"[Wel remain conJident that
our hard*'orking statr have acted
appropriately- "

The parents who laid the com-
plaint Cectined to corffnent.

In'rereargill mother Beliada i

Burte.nshaw said she was shocked
to hear tbe school's safe room was
under investigation.

Her son Casey, 17, who is
autistic, has attended the school
for tw* years, and had used the
safe room once,

"It was a non€vent. Of cou.rse
he doesn't like it and he hasn't
gone back [to the room]."
Burtenshaw said she was sho\arr
the sale room when she firct
enrolled Casey at the school and it

cies in Ielation to use of the roon,
the report found they were not
robust enough and recommended
the board review them, Howan
said-

The report made recommenda-
tions which included the "safe
mom" te closed- and for the board
oftmstees to crnsider "less restric-
tive options" to manage behav-
iour, she said.

The board developed an action
plan and all the recommendations
were being carried out.

The ministrly was not
investigating the matter further,
but continued to monitor the
schooi" Howan said.

A police spokesperson on
Thursday confirmed they were
investigating a complaint about
the use of a "seclusion room" at
the school but were unable to com-
ment firrther.

Rum Specialist School board of
trustees chairperson Robyn I Contin$d page A3
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Pedro, 17, aild Nelson Phuet in front of Pedrol f3 car to. the Toyota Raclng
Serles at Teretonga Park Raceway, PHoro NrcoLE Iot iNSToNEIFA|RFAX NZ

FormerFl star
NelsonPiquet

BNETAfiY PICXETT
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The teenager has been behind
the wheel since he was 8, fouowing
in the footsteps of his father and
thrce older half-brottlers.

"I think ifs impol' I ..t because I
get a lot of good ad',ice," Pedro
said-

His f,athet's presence al.so kept
him motivated. "I knolv I need to
deliver for him."

The pair would travel together
while Pedro races, before Nelson
heads back to Brazil for business.

Tttey had already spent a week
enjoying Aucklard, but udihe
their last hip would not be head-
ing to Queenstown, Pedro said.

Nelson was enjoying being back
in Invercargill to watch Pedro
compete: "It's a nice place here."

T?ave1li:g arorurd the world to
watch his sons race was nothing
new. With five sons, four of whom
race, Nelson said he was used to it.

Pedro would be the last son he
wotdd accompany to races. as his
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did not bother her. "Every-
thing I've experienced with
Ruru lhas been] above stan-
dard."

She couid not rcca11 what
the room was lile, but said it
was similar to others she had
seen.

Casey had previously
attended nine schools, two of
which haal safe roorns, she said.

They were bare rooms with
no wlndows or furnishings,
Bultenshaw said-

"A glorified cupboard would
describe it."

Tammy lvalker, who has
two children attending the
school, said while she had not
seen the "safe room", she did
not have a prcblem with it.

"ff it's a safe place being
used to conhol the out'of-
control IErson.., there's abso-
lutely nothing in the world
wrong with that."

Howan said a working
group of exllerts had been dev"
eloping guidelines for special
schools which would cover
seclusion and physical
restraint.

"Our main conc€rn. in com-
mon with schools and their
boards, is to ensure that all
students are given the best
possible education in a safe
environment.

"Each school board
determines its policies and
practices for student manage-
ment and wellbeing."

Special schools were funded
to provide specialist support
and their policies and practices
wer€ expected to be safe, legal,
and based on current good
practice, she said. "To help
them with this we are develop-
ing guidelines, which wi]l be
made available to all schools in
the nert few months."
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Interest in formula one motor
racing mlght be piqued as a
famous name gaces Teretonga
this weekend.

Brazilian three-time Fl world
champion Nelson Piquet is in
Invercargi.li to support his 17-year-
old son Pedro as he races tr the
Toyota Racing Series starting
today at TerEtonga Park Raceway.

It is mderstood Nelson's pri-
vate jet is parked at Invercargill
Ai-rport, $hile the El superstar
calls a motorhome parked at
TeretongB home for the r:ext ferv
days.

This is the second time the E1
champ has travelled to
Invelcal'gil-1. He was last here in
2014 whefl Pedro was competing at
Teretonga for the first time.

Ha\.ing his dad lly around the
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lnterest in :::-::rrla one motor
racirg nig:-: 'oe piqued as a
fa-rnous xa:-- a:aces Teretonga
this neEiel:-

Braz:,1:,:: :a-r'ee-tin1e F1 world
champ:;:-- -'.:.-ion Piquet is in
Inverca:-:: :- support his 1?-year-
old so:: !::l:, as he races in the
Toyot: ::-.:::g Series starting
todai' z: I:: -:,nga Park Raceway.

It i! .:r'-l:r'!tood Nelson's pri-
vate j.: :r l:-:ked at Invercargill
Airpc-: .' :--]e the F1 superstar
calls : --: -.:or'home parked at
Tere:: ':,. ::l:ne for the next felv
days.

T,:-. -: .l:e second tirne the F1
chal:',: ::as kavelled to
Invr ,'. ;:--:. He \r-as last here in
201"1 -:,:r ?edro was competing at
Ter", .:: rtrr theflrsttime.

H'. :::; ris dad fly around the
wor.:i : .--aich him race was not a
nen : --:; iar Pedrc.

NlelsonPiquet
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The teenager has been behind
the wheel since he was 8, following
in the footsteps of his father and
tbree older half-brothers.

't tlink it's impor {, .rt because I
get a lot oi good adrice," Pedro
said.

His father's prcsence also kept
him motivated. "I know I need to
deliver for him. '

Ttre pair \l'ould travel together
while Pedro races. beforc Nelson
heads back to Brazil for br:siness-

they had already spent a week
enjovlng Auchland, but unlike
their last trip t ouid not be head-
ing to Queenstol,r'D, Pedro said.

Nelson was enjo:,.ing beixg back
in Invercargill rc $'atch Pedro
compete; "It's a nice place here."

Trave}ling alourld the world to
watch his sons race Bas nothing
new. With five sons. four of whom
race, Nelson said he r?s used to it.

Pedro would be ihe last son he
would accompan-r: :o races, as his
lror.mgest, N{arco, lad no interest
in cars- Nelson saic.

Burtenshaw said.
"A elorifi€d cupboard would

describe it."
Tammy Walker, who has

two children attending the
school, said while she had not
seen the "safe room", she did
not have a pmblem with it.

"If it's a safe place being
used to control the out-of-
conbol person... there's absG
lutely nothing in the worid
wrong with that."

Howan said a working
group of expeds had been dev-
eloping guidellnes for special
schools which would coYer
seclusion ald physical
restraint.

"Our main concern. in com-
mon with schools and theil'
boards, is to ensurc tl'rat al1
students a.re given the best
possible education in a safe
environmert.

"Each school board
determines its policies and
practices for student manage^
ment and wellbeing."

Speclal schools were funded
to provide specialist support
and their policies ald practices
werc expected to be safe, legal.
and based on current good
practice, she said. "To heip
tlem with thls we are develop-
ing guidelines. which will be
made available to all schools in
the nexi t'ew months."

The ccllective feedback of
the x'orking group was that
seclusion was a last resort and
it wa6 seidom used in schools,
Howab said.

Rur* Specialist School is for
students wlth identilied high
and very high educational
needs w'hc receive Ongoing
Resourcing (ORS) through the
ministr,v and other students
with moderate needs.

The school's webslte says it
has a well-resourced base
school, thrce satellite classes, a
transj.tion programme that
specialises in vocational
eriperiences and a flat for seu-
care progmlrmes.

Rullr Specialist School prin-
cipal Erin Cairns could not be
contacted for comment.
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