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Dear Families/1/Vhanau and Team.

We w€.e pleased to see thatthe I\rinrstry ot Education has loc,ay released updaled guideirnes lo scitoots on behavrou, msnagement

Whal's hea(enir:g tor us is lhat Ruru s policies and procedures to ensu.e the safety ol our gtudenls and slaff were entirely in

accordance wilh the old and new guidelines

Ruru never operaled a secl!,sion room like the ones described in recenl media coverage and we oote that the t\rrnislea of Educalion
is now plannrng to change the law to prohibrt their use In the future

The recent news coverage about Ruru related to an area wthrn a classroom thal was used to provide a separale space lor a siudent

exhrb[ng extreme behaliours when the safety ofthe student. other sludentg or stafi was ai risk

The safe area was never u6ed for punishment and chrldren were not locked in there ll had good natural lighl trom a large window
and was monrtored by a slaff member who could ah^,ays see aod hear the sludent using lhe safe area I has nol been used since

December 2014

What has been overlooked in the rnedra covetage was thal the Police invesligated the complaint last year and Ruru Specialisl School

co-Operaied fuily with thal rnveslrgatlon

Ihey have previously spoken to 6taff and been senl all documentation they have requested The Potice have now re-openect the

investigalion many months later Staff who the Police wanled lo hterview received rndependenl tegal advice and havrng recetved

lhat advace. decli.ed to be inlervewed The Police were given access lo the safe room to rnspeci d

ln addilion lhe School co operated fully with an fivestigation by the MOE and had rnpu{ into the review published today

lhe Chref Ombudsman also announced an invesligalion some weeks ago We !/e requesled more jnformatton aboul lhe

invesligation and have tleen told lhal thjs is unable to be provided al this time so we have no ldea whal form the investigation will

take The Ch€l Ombudsman s oifice has advised us thal the complaint il rs gorng to investrgale was made in laie Juty 2015 lthas
refused to provide a copy of the complaint lo the School

We wllrespond lo lhe Ombudsman once we bave tnore details. lntii then we will conlinue workrng to help our sludents reaci) thei.

full polenlral in a sale and suppo.live envrronmenl where learning i! both chaltenging and enloyalrle

Krnd Regards
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